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Mel Liggins
	Objective

	
	To coach and teach, as well as, enhance the fundamentals of ballet, modern, pom, jazz, jazz funk and hip hop dance styles to children and adults of all technical levels. 

	Professional experience

2013-Current             Hazel Park Community Center
                                                Hazel Park, MI

Dance Director
· Teach pre-ballet, pom, jazz, jazz funk and hip hop dance techniques to children ages 3-17 years

· Execute weekly lessons plans that includes, stretching, various dance techniques and strength exercise

· Responsible for the coordination and choreography for holiday, spring, as well as other events and shows
· Adjust lesson plans according to each students dance level and place children at the appropriate dance level that would best suit their skill set as well as advancement
· Design cross the floor movement in various dance styles

2012-2013             Roberto Clemente’ Recreation Center
                                                Detroit, MI

Dance Director
· Teach ballet, modern, jazz and hip hop dance techniques to children ages 3-17 years

· Execute weekly lessons plans that includes, stretching, various dance techniques and strength exercise

· Responsible for the coordination and choreography for the holiday and spring dance shows, accompanied by small non-speaking skits

· Adjust lesson plans according to each students dance level and place children in the appropriate dance class that would best suit their skill set

· Design cross the floor movement in various dance styles

2011- 2012                 YMCA
                                                                                               Royal Oak, MI

Dance Instructor

· Teach ballet, modern, jazz and hip hop dance techniques to children ages 3-15 years

· Execute weekly lessons plans that includes, stretching, various dance techniques and strength exercise

· Design holiday and spring shows, accompanied by small non-speaking skits

· Choreograph dance routines in ballet, modern, jazz and hip hop dance styles

· Adjust lesson plans according to each students dance level and place children in the appropriate dance class that would best suit their skill set

· Designed cross the floor movement in various dance styles

2011                        Chapel Hill Church
                                                                               Detroit, MI

Dance Instructor

· As director for the summer dance program at the Roy Allen Center in Detroit, I was responsible for the design and execution of the dance program

· Provided basic dance techniques in ballet, modern, jazz and hip hop dance styles to children ages 6-17 years

· Designed cross the floor movement in various dance forms

2002 – 2006            City of Detroit’s Recreation Dept.                                                          Detroit, MI

Dance Director

· As a liaison for the City of Detroit’s Recreation Department, I implemented and illustrated fundamental dance activities for children ages 3 to 17 years
· As a Summer Day-Camp Counselor, I prepared the children for the yearly summer competitions consisting of various dance styles, short theatrical skits accompanied by musical inserts with fun filled themes
               ( Resulting in 1st place in the 2002, 2003, and 2006 day-camp day  

                  competitions; also placed 3rd in the 2005 competition.
· During the fall, winter and spring seasons, I conducted and directed the jazz & hip hop dance classes 3 times a week; ending the fall/winter season with a Christmas show and ending the dance season with a spring show
summary of qualifications
January 1997 & January 1999   All-City Dance Performance
                         Detroit, MI

Performer

Performed at the All-City Dance Extravaganza as a member of the Osborn HS Dance Ensemble. This is a show that chooses the top high school’s dance companies to perform at a City-wide event that takes place once a year.

March 1997 & March 1999    All-State Dance Performance                            Detroit, MI

Performer

Performed at the Michigan Youth Arts Festival hosted at Western Michigan University, as a member of the Osborn HS Dance Ensemble. This Dance Festival is a showcase of the top dance companies from around the State. My dance team was amongst the top 5 schools in the Detroit area division.

September 1998                    All-City Dance Company 
                                    Detroit, MI

Dance Team Member

Attended regularly scheduled dance team rehearsals where I learned various techniques in modern, jazz and ballet dance.

May 1999                              Dance Theatre of Harlem
                                     Detroit, MI

Honorary Performer

In 1999, I was chosen, to be one of the honorary performers with the Phenomenal Dance Theatre of Harlem performers. This also resulted in a newspaper article that was posted in the Detroit Free press.

January 1999                        Biv 10 Pee Wees Video Shoot 
                                Atlanta, GA

Second Tier Back-up Dancer/Model

Participated in regularly scheduled practices as a second tier back-up dancer for Michael Bivins, former member of New Edition, Biv 10 Pee Wees group. In which I posed as a model for the video as well.

August 1999-May 2004      Wilberforce University Jazzers Dance Team           Wilberforce, OH

Dance Team member/Team Leader/Coach

As a member of the Wilberforce University Jazzers Dance Team I lead, performed and choreographed countless jazz and hip hop routines that were performed during the half-time shows for the University’s Varsity Basketball Team. Also, my senior year I took the position of Head Coach as well as continued to perform as a team member and leader.

Awards

( Dancer of the Year Trophy – 1999

( Dance Theatre of Harlem Medal – 1999

( First, Second and Third year Dance Achievement Awards – 1999 – 2001

( First place winners for the 2002, 2003 & 2006 Day-camp Day

Education

2012 – 2014        Tiffin University                                Tiffin, OH

▪ Masters of Business Administration (MBA) 
Sports Management
1999 – 2004            Wilberforce University                        Wilberforce, OH

▪ Bachelors of Science (BS) 

Business Management

References available upon request.
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